
Special thanks to the Duluth Vineyard for the content of this email which expresses the heart of the Vineyard movement in the midst of a pandemic. The Iron Range Vineyard has adapted 
the main body of Michael and Brenda Gatlin’s message concerning the present state and future state of ministry in the church during COVID19.  
 

THE MESSAGE... 
 

With some businesses in Minnesota starting to reopen, many people have asked, “When will the Iron Range 
Vineyard reopen our building?” That’s a great question and I’m happy to tell you how we’re thinking about it. 
 
Our starting point for thinking about reopening is based around the simple fact: Jesus is Lord. We believe that 
Jesus is our boss and that the Vineyard is his church (It’s even his building). Sure, we’re going to listen to public 
officials and healthcare experts. We are extremely thankful for all they’ve done to keep us safe during this 
pandemic. We respect their authority, but our gracious and loving God is the ultimate authority in our lives. This 
isn’t a political or legal statement, this is just the practical reality when Jesus is Lord. Jesus comes first. Above all 
else, we obey him. 
 
Jesus said in John 15:12, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” And Jesus, he loved us by 
giving up his rights, sacrificing everything, and dying on a cross for us. 
 

We Are Commanded to Love Like Jesus 

Remember why we closed our building in the first place. We closed to love and protect the most vulnerable in 
our Midwest community. We don’t only want to show love to the young and healthy or those with strong immune 
systems. We are called to love everyone — the elderly, the immunocompromised, and people with underlying 
health conditions that would put them at risk if they caught COVID-19. Going online with our weekend services 
has allowed us to extend that love to everyone, including people we don’t know and even those who don’t 
attend any of our services. We are intentionally inconveniencing ourselves and making this sacrifice for others 
because that is the way of Jesus. 
 
For us, this isn’t a matter of politics, legal rights, or popular opinion. We obey Jesus. And, Jesus commanded us to 
love like him. And besides, our church’s constitutional right to worship God is in no way compromised by our own 
decision to comply with health department guidance regarding meeting size, social distancing, the wearing of 
masks, or anything else. Rather, our “rights” as followers of Jesus are limited by Jesus’ commands. Again, that’s 
what it means when Jesus is Lord. 
 
So, how long is Jesus calling us to love people in this way? Honestly, we ask him this every day and search the 
scriptures together. I invite you to join us in this prayer and Bible reading. We are confident that God will guide 
us in the way of love. Also, it is important to keep things in perspective. 
 

Some Perspective 

 
The church is not a building. The church has never been about the building. We are the people of God whether 
we gather in buildings or are forced to meet each other online and in much smaller groups outside. In fact, it was 
centuries before the early church met in buildings especially designed for worship services. Even so, the church, 
which is the Body and Bride of Christ, worshiped God, evangelized, discipled new believers, baptized, taught 
the scriptures, healed the sick, and cared for the poor for many years without the use of church buildings. This is 
still true today in countries where followers of Jesus are persecuted. The church is actively present in many 
countries without using church buildings.  
 
The church’s mission will continue whether or not we meet together in a building. Even with our building closed, 
we’ve never stopped loving and serving each other, serving our community, and extending ourselves to the 
world. I’m continually hearing from individuals in our church who feel loved and cared for during this pandemic. 
Folks have expressed great appreciation for the church’s online worship services, for our small groups, for 



receiving phone calls from our volunteers and staff, and for ongoing ministry to children and youth.  
 
The IRV has both food and clothing resources that can be tapped to bless those in need on the Iron Range. 
Please live with open eyes to see the needs that could go unnoticed when we are somewhat isolated from day to 
day. 
 
We (the church) have taken it upon ourselves to care for our neighbors, to help fellow small group members who 
have lost their jobs, to shop for the elderly and vulnerable, to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. Our 
church’s ministry must and will continue whether we meet in a church building or not.  
 
Let me be completely clear: I long for the day when we can meet together again! This physical isolation has been 
incredibly hard, especially for those who live alone or are on the front lines or out of work. We long to see one 
another face to face. We want to hear each other sing. We want to take communion together. We want to 
watch loved ones get baptized. We want to physically gather with our friends again. But our eagerness to be 
together must be seasoned with patience and self-discipline. 
 
As the Apostle Paul said in 2 Timothy 1:7, “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us fearful, but gives us 
power, love, and self-discipline.” We’re not going to keep our building closed one minute more than we need to 
out of fear. We expect the Holy Spirit to give us the power, love, and self-discipline we need to actually flourish 
during this difficult time. 
 

Looking Forward 

For now, the Iron Range Vineyard will continue to offer our teachings, blogs, music and other resources online. 
We are moving to develop small groups which can gather online as often as possible. If you are not connected 
with us in these ways, I encourage you to use the Iron Range Vineyard’s online connect form to request 
information.  
 
While we continue to offer ways to connect, we are diligently researching the best possible ways to safely 
regather together. We have teams of staff and key leaders who are hard at work gathering best practices for 
reopening and soliciting input from the medical community. As soon as we can both love others and open our 
building again, we will be ready. 
 
As you can imagine moving forward into this new season will require modifications to our normal patterns of 
gathering. When we return, please prepare yourself for changes in our worship experience. It may be necessary 
for all of us to wear masks when we gather, to practice social distancing, to change the way we greet each other 
(no more holy kisses!) or sit together, and so on. In John 15:13, Jesus talked about the requirement of brotherly 
love—laying down our lives for each other. We all need to choose to give up some preferences for the sake of 
others. When we gather together again, it will be a glorious family celebration, just without the high-fives and 
hugs. Please continue to pray that the Lord would give us his wisdom as we move forward, that he would direct 
us as we serve the most vulnerable among us, and that he would continue to build us into the community that He's 
called us to be! 
 

Thank You and Stay in Touch 

Thank you for being a church community that loves God and loves people. Should you have any questions, 

please don’t hesitate to contact us. Please follow The Vineyard Church - Iron Range on Facebook or visit our 

website for the most up to date information. 

 

We love and miss you guys - and look forward to gathering together as a church family. 

God wants you to THRIVE! 

Don & Bonnie Guttormson  

https://www.facebook.com/thevineyardchurchironrange/
https://ironrangevineyard.org/

